Miles to go

Still many miles to go-
Still couldn’t reach the soil;

Still couldn’t kneel down to those mothers,
Whose oven has still not been lit up for cooking.
Still couldn’t reach those school kids,
Whose day starts with the hope of a midday meal.
I've heard that many still live in that village -
They walk many miles to fetch drinking water.
Probably have seen people in the train
With their puffed rice, chilli, satisfied heart,
And their discussions,

That the darkness in their mother’s eyes is still not removed -
Though it's yet to twilight,

I heard that mother's cataracts
Have still not been removed :

Still many miles to go.

Those brick ovens along the rail line,
Cooked rice and two half-rotten potatoes,
I couldn’t taste them yet -

Sitting on the footpath being one of them.
Haven't slept in their hut,
Spreading a mat on the floor.
Haven’t still understood
The boatman's anxiety,

For the news in the broken radio at 1am.

Maybe today also he won't be going to the mid-sea -
“Maybe today also my little darling won't sleep for burning hunger
Tomorrow again it's a Sunday, there won't be any midday meal.”
Still haven’t seen the face of the little darling -

Haven’'t seen removing the napkin from the nose,

That there also resides,

A man like me.

Haven't sat beside the girl,

Who collects food from dustbin,

Haven’t asked her about her pain and distress :



So I know, even after crossing forty,
Many miles are still to go -
Many miles are still left to go.
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