Her Story

She's growing up in her husband’s house.
With her two sons and a daughter,
The sixteen year old woman is growing up -
In her husband’s house.

She wakes up at 4 with the rooster's crow:
She's fresh and ready for work at once;
The sixteen year old woman!
The Canning local of 4:40 comes to Taaldi at 4:52
The station is a 2 miles walk :
It's still a midnight to her husband and children ;
It's her daily routine to board the train,
And sit by the door.
Ratan da will get up at Betberia,
With puffed rice and cooked chickpeas ;
She quickly takes out one rupee and fifty paisa,
She is on the puffed rice and cooked chickpeas,
And raw chilli between the fingers -

While the train crosses Betberia;
Champahati-Kalikapur-Bidyadharpur-Sonarpur-Narendrapur...
It’s still seven stations to Jadavpur.

The Jadavpur train of 6:10 is running twenty minutes late today ,
Then run run run...the first house is at Bijoygarh -
Jharna madam will be very angry today :

Every house work is delayed if the first one is late.

Sir will leave for office at eight after having the breakfast,
Madam needs the bed tea sharp at 7.

It takes from 8:30 to 11 to finish cooking,

Doing the dishes, cleaning the floor, dusting,

At the Golfgreen’s mess of Debu da.

But the mess boys are really good -

The lunch is done here while returning;

If it can be managed to reach Bikramgarh by 12,

The job of washing the clothes at Bikramgarh pond is really nice
Five rupees for one bucket of clothes,
Five to seven buckets are done in a couple of hours.



This daily washing is just to collect the money
For her husband’s addictives-
Otherwise awaits her a round of physical abuse.
It takes 3pm to return
After eating rice, lentils and veggies at Debu Da’s house,
Washing the dishes and utensils,
Washing the same for Jharna ma’am,
And then work at Kolkata ends with cleaning her floor;
Again run run run,
Canning local is at 5:20.
Jharna ma’am gives 700 rupees a month,
Debu da gives 800,
And 25-30 rupees a day for washing clothes.
The sixteen year old woman gets to relax
After reaching home and preparing the oven for cooking.
“The children have slept off without having the meal?
Maybe it has already crossed opm.
There, I can hear the bell of Fatik Da's cycle ringing -
He comes by train at 8:40pm.
He is again abusing being drunk -
What if he pukes today as well!
It took till 12 last night to clean his puke.
I'll go and sleep off-
It's a new day tomorrow.”

Sometimes he gets sick,

Sometimes the children or the sixteen years old woman gets sick.
They get sick, she takes a day off.
Sometimes there's no cooking due to lack of money,
No money for his addictives, she gets beaten up,
Jharna ma'am threatens her to terminate.

The sixteen year old woman in her husband’s house
Still lights a candle on her off day,

And scratches A-B-C-D on the black slate.
That sixteen year old woman is growing up -
Along with her children.
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